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PEPPERELL
Pepperell, with a population of 11,710, has a 
small manufacturing base and growing sectors 
in professional services and healthcare. It has 
a classic town center around the now-vacant 
site of a paper mill, including architecture 
reflecting multiple eras of New England history, 
and is pursuing local-food-based economic 
development among other initiatives. 

Key employers include small to mid-size 
manufacturing firms and regional healthcare 
providers. The town has both suburban and 
rural areas. Key assets include the Nashua 
River Rail Trail and several conservation areas. 
One of Pepperell’s key opportunities is a 
454,750-square-foot industrial logistics park, 
marking the largest industrial development in 
the town’s history.

Top 5 Occupations

Top 5 Industries
Industry Employees Percent 

of Total

Specialty trade contractors 170 10.6%

Food services and drinking places 116 7.3%

Ambulatory health care services 90 5.6%

Administrative and support services 80 5.0%

Social assistance 74 4.6%

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2024 Q2 Quarterly 
Census of Employment and Wages (Level 3 NAICS)

Occupation Employees Percent 
of Total

Management 850 13.1%

Office and Administrative Support 578 8.9%

Computer and Mathematical 559 8.6%

Educational and Library 538 8.3%

Other 507 7.8%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2019-2023 American Community 
Survey, Table B24010

Figure 14: PEPPERELL RESIDENT WORK DESTINATIONS

Sources: LEHD (2022 On the Map destination analysis); MassDOT/NMCOG (roads); MassGIS/NMCOG (town boundaries); MassDEP 
(2009 hydrography). Produced by NMCOG: 5/7/2025



Profile: The Bakery
The Bakery was established in 
a prominent old gas station 
at the rotary in the heart of 
Pepperell’s town center. Not 
only is this a unique adaptive 
reuse, it responded to a need 
for allergy-safe baked goods in 
Pepperell.
Source: HappyCow, The Bakery

Top 5 Employers
Name NAICS † Employees

Nissitissit Middle School 611110 85

Varnum Brook Middle School 611110 80

Pepperell Fire Department 922160 65

Wilson Bros Heating & Air Conditioning 213112 35

Pepperell Braiding Co. 313220 35

Source: Data Axle, 2023. List is by location, i.e., two franchises of the same 
company are counted separately. Two firms ommitted due to data errors.

Background 
Image Source: 
Town of 
Pepperell

Figure 15: PEPPERELL-BASED FIRMS WORKER ORIGINS

Sources: LEHD (2022 On the Map destination analysis); MassDOT/NMCOG (roads); MassGIS/NMCOG (town boundaries); MassDEP 
(2009 hydrography). Produced by NMCOG: 5/7/2025

Regional Food Hub and Commercial Kitchen
Pepperell’s Planning Department, in partnership 
with the Fitzpatrick Collaborative, are working 
together to establish a food hub and commercial 
kitchen in the town of Pepperell, MA. The 
purpose of the food hub and commercial 
kitchens is to provide a space where local 
farmers can collaborate with one another to 
expand into new markets, along with providing 
buying opportunities for local residents who 
want to buy local foods and support the 
growth of local agriculture. The food hub 
would help to grow local capacity and expand 
market reach by synergizing and cross sharing 

production, distribution 
and marketing 
responsibilities and 
allowing local farmers 
to pool resources.

The hub, combined 
with a thriving commercial kitchen, would connect local 
residents to fresh local produce. The collaborative initiative 
would venture to offer cooking and farming classes and 
workshops to support the development of the next generation 
of farmers and agricultural workers. The collaborative is 
currently in the process of securing further funding and 
seeking out additional partners before launching the initiative.

† North American Industrial Classification System. This 2- to 6-digit code classifies businesses based on their prmiary activities. Find more information at https://www.census.gov/naics/
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