DRAFT REGIONAL GOALSAND OBJECTIVES

Trangportation policies and objectives must be reviewed and updated periodically
to include legidative mandates and other factors that affect investment and management
decisonsrelated to the maintenance, operation and planning of transportation services
and infrastructure.

Legidation at the Federd leve has been incorporated into the gods and
objectives of the Plan. The Plan addresses the requirements outlined in the following
federd legidative documents:

@ The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990;

2 The 1990 Clean Air Act and Amendments;

3 The National Highway System Designation Act of 1995;

4 The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Trangportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU); and

) Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and the President’s Order on
Environmenta Judtice.

The Americans with Disabilities Act mandated accessibility for dl trangportation
fadlities. The Clean Air Act Amendments established deadlines for attaining retiond
ambient air quality sandards. The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient, Trangportation
Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) contained new guidance for transportation
planning. The Nationd Highway System Designation Act of 1995 eiminated ISTEA
requirements for management systems, making them optiona for individua states.

The primary transportation god of the Plan is to develop a balanced, multi-moda,
cost-effective, trangportation system connecting points indde and outsde the Northern
Middlesex Region. The Plan also dtrivesto:

@ provide safe, secure and convenient transportation serviceto dl area
resdents, especidly the trangt dependent groups such as the ederly, low
income, and disabled;

2 maximize energy consarvation, improve ar quaity and minimize traffic
congestion;

3 encourage development patterns consistent with loca and regiond land
use policies, and

4) increase the number of travel choices for people and freight.

In order to achieve these god's the objectives of the Plan are detailed as follows.

A. I mprove, Maintain, and Preservethe Existing Transportation System and
Infrastructure

The mgor focus of the Regiona Trangportation Plan is on maximizing the
efficency of exising fadlities, rather than constructing new ones. Therefore,
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maintenance is one of the most cogt-effective drategies of the Plan. A rdatively small
investment is needed to keep the system in good condition, compared to what would be
required to completely rebuild it. Deferred maintenance may save money in the short
run, but will be far more cogtly over the long term when compared with regular
preventive maintenance. Regular maintenance provides better service, increases safety,
provides longer equipment/facility life, and results in fewer breakdowns.

B. Increase Integration and Connectivity Between Various Transportation
Modes

Connectivity between modesis crucid to the effectiveness of the transportation
network. Allowing for safe and convenient transfers between modes improves the
overdl efficiency of trangportation by better distributing travelers between modes,
thereby minimizing congestion of a particular mode. Informetion relative to the
effectiveness of public transportation, ridesharing, bicycding and waking, should be
provided to the traveling public.

C. Reduce Congestion on Existing Facilities

In the past, the transportation system was viewed as something that could be
passvely managed (i.e. through sgns, pretimed signds, etc.) and il yield reasongble
performance. However, capacity under this operating philosophy has been reached or
exceeded in many locations. Much of the region’s core highway and arterid sysem s
subject to substantia delays on arecurring basis. A new operating paradigm must be
edablished if the exising sysem isto handle increased demand.

Congestion results in increased travel time, increased air pollution, and frustration
on the part of the traveing public. Exigting facilities can be enhanced by operationd
improvements and better intermodal connections. Other options, such asreducing travel
demand through employer -based ridesharing and telecommuting, can dso play arolein
relieving congestion. Expanding exigting fadilities is often the mogt direct way to
dleviate congestion, dthough it is not dways the most cost effective. Improved methods
of providing information about congestion trouble spots to commuters may make
travelers aware of aternative routes and modes.

SAFETEA-LU requires that metropolitan transportation plansinclude operationa
and management drategies to “improve the performance of the existing transportation
fadilitiesto rdieve vehicular congestion, and maximize the safety and mobility of people
and goods” This requirement for the inclusion of operational and management Strategies
must be in place prior to MPO adoption of the plan.

D. Provide Equal Accessibility to People with Disabilities

Trangt and paratrangt services and systems must be accessible to persons with
physical or other disabilitiesin accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
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E. Provide Equitable Servicesto All Residents

The trangportation system must provide equitable service to dl residents thereby
enauring the continued economic and socid vitdity of the region. Transportation
decision making should be made through an open and accessible public participatory
process which includes a broad representation of interested individuas and groups,
induding minority and low income populations.

F. Provide Safe and Secure Transportation Facilities

The physical safety of travelers can be ensured through careful design and
policing of transportation facilities. Transportation facilities should be located and
designed to minimize safety hazards.

Traffic accidents result in economic loss from damaged vehicles and goods,
persond pain and suffering due to injury, and occasiondly the catastrophic loss of life.
Facility improvements that benefit safety must be highly valued. The Plan strivesto
reduce and minimize the risk of accidents occurring on the roadway network, and
encourages the integrated congderation of roadway, vehicle and driver ementsin
design of future improvements.

In the post September 11, 2001 era, the Plan a so recogni zes the need to assess
security issues for trangportation facilities. SAFETEA-LU cdlsfor the security of the
trangportation system to be a stand-done planning factor, Sgnding an increasein
importance from prior legidation.

G. Encourage Development in Areas Most Suitable asis Consistent with
Regional and Local Land Use Policies

Trangportation and land use policies have a symbiatic relationship — each is
dependent upon the other. Transportation facilities should be congtructed to service areas
with existing demand, and land should be developed most intensively where there are
adequate trangportation facilities. Trangportation planning decisions should incorporate
sound local and regiond land use planning objectives.

Compact, mixed- use development brings jobs, housing, and shopping closer
together. Thetrips are shorter, which encourages walking and bicycling. Cities such as
Lowell dready have compact mixed-use development. Thisland pattern should be
supported by transportation service adequate to support the City’ s efforts to regain and
maintain its economic vitdity.
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H. Promote Transportation | mprovementsthat Enhance and Foster the
Economic Vitality of the Region, and that are supportive of the Region’s
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDYS)

The trangportation system should support economic devel opment by assuring
efficient, safe, and reliable movement of employees and commerce throughout the region.
The plan should drive to reduce the time and cost of commuting, goods movement, and
other travel needs. Trangportation can support economic development by improving
trangt and highway access in developing areas, increasing transportation servicesin
economicaly disadvantaged areas, and by |ocating trangportation services in areas where
new development is desired.

SAFETEA-LU promotes consistency “ between transportation improvements and
State and locd planned growth and economic development patterns.” This new
requirement must be in place prior to the MPO adoption of the plan.

l. The Regional Transportation System Must be Planned, Designed,
Constructed, Operated and Maintained to Preserve and Promote
Environmental Quality

Trangportation impacts the environment by producing air pollution, creating
runoff that affects soils and drinking water, consuming land, and by generating noise and
visua impacts. Air quality can beimproved by encouraging the use of modes that reduce
the amount of emissons per passenger per mile. Ridesharing, transit, bicyding and
walking are beneficid in this regard, compared to using the single occupant automobile.
Alternative fuels and new engine technologies aso offer hope for the future.

Desgn and congtruction of facilities should assure that materids used in
operations and maintenance, such as road sat, will not have negative impacts on drinking
water. In planning new facilities, sengtivity to design issues can dso minimize adverse
impacts on communities through appropriate treatments such as landscaping and noise
barriers.

In accordance with SAFETEA-LU requirements, the Trangportation Plan
incorporates adiscusson of potentid environmental mitigation activities, which has been
developed in consultation with Federal and State regulatory agencies.

J. Minimize the Use of Ener gy Resources

The most efficient modes of trangportation save energy by using fewer vehiclesto
carry agiven number of people. Asvehicle occupancy ratesincrease, the amount of
energy used per passenger mile decreases. The use of the most energy efficient modes
such astrangt, ridesharing, bicycling and walking should be encouraged and promoted
wherever practica.
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